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As 1968 draws to a close those of us in the Department of Agricultural Engineering 
send greetings to Illini agricultural engineers and other friends and departmental 
supporters everywhere. As in past years we are a bit scattered over the earth with 
Dr. Olver and his family in Jabalpur, Central India; Dr. Rodda and Mr. Minehart 
in Pantnagar, Northern India; Professor Lehmann visiting his children in the Mid-
west and the eastern part of the United States; Steve Hansen_, the son of Professor 
and Mrs. E.L. Hansen, in Vietnam; and Professor A.L. Young who continues to make 
his home in Davenport, Iowa. In the most recent departmental roster there are 73 
names. We join in extending best wishes to you and yours and expressing our deep 
appreciation for your support over the years of the agricultural engineering pro-
gram here at the University of Illinois. · 
ALUMNI NEWS 
Professor Warren Harris '49, '58 and George W.A. Mahoney '49 are currently serving 
as co-vice-chairmen of the Southwest Region, American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers. Warren is charged with publicity responsibilities and George works in 
the area of career guidance. It is rumored that Warren will have a key role in 
the 1972 summer meeting of ASAE to be held in Hot Springs. 
Earl 0. Reinkensmeyer '61 recently became associated with the Standards Engineering 
Department, National Cash Register Company, Dayton, Ohio. Mail to him should be 
addressed to 4721 Rean Meadow Drive, Dayton, Ohio 45440. 
A. Stephen Paydon '40 is a member of the Advisory Committee for the Department and 
also serves as a member of the Advisory Committee to the Dean of the College of Agri-
culture. In the latter capacity he was a recent overnight campus visitor. Stephen 
continues to farm near Plainfield but for the last year or two has not fed lambs. 
Charles K. Spillman '60 and '63 is nearing completion of his doctoral program at 
Purdue University and has accepted an assistant professorship on the staff of the 
Department of Agricultural Engineering, Kansas State University. The Spillmans 
hope to be settled in Manhattan early in the new year. 
Loren '61 and Kathy Boppart tell of the arrival of Stephen Allen. Loren is a 
registered professional engineer and receives .his mail at 202 West Roosevelt, 
Harvard, Illinois 60033. 
In late August, Arden 0. Weiss_, '61, '66 moved to Austin, Texas, where he is serv-
ing as Director, Systems Simulation Division, Texas Water Development Board. Arden 
has outlined a program looking toward the doctor of philosophy degree at the Univer-
sity of Texas, with a major in civil engineering. Dr. B.A. Jones_, Jr._, '49, '50 of 
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the department staff had an opportunity to visit Arden when he was recently on the 
Austin campus attending a lecture series dealing with the effects of watershed 
changes on stream flow. 
W. Cecil Hammond '64 is nearing completion of his doctoral program in the depart-
ment and has accepted employment at the Georgia Coastal Experiment Station, Tifton, 
Georgia. Cecil and Judy moved to their new South Georgia location in early December. 
W. Howard Dunlap '68 is now Dr. Dunlap, having completed all requirements for the 
doctorate in mid-December under the supervision of Professor Weber. He is employed 
in the research division, Goodrich Tire and Rubber Company, Brecksville, Ohio. 
Lt. John Tunnell '67, now serving with t~e U.S. Air Force, was a recent visitor in 
the Department. He related that his gold bars will soon turn to silver. John and 
Mrs. Tunnell live near the sabbatical residence of Dr. and Mrs. R.F. Espenschied 
and receive mail at 1901 South Broadway A-1, Santa Maria, California 93454. 
Arthur A. Amberg '68 has completed requirements for his master of science degree 
and has accepted employment with Allis-Chalmers. Arthur and Sharon are living at 
8711 West Mill Road, Apartment 4, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53225. 
Ray W. Hauk '67 recently completed requirements for the master of science degree 
in agricultural engineering at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. He is con-
tinuing his graduate program to the doctoral level under the sponsorship of a fellow-
ship awarded by the Ford Foundation. 
STAFF ACTIVITIES 
Dr. John Siemens '58 participated in the North Central Weed Control Conference held 
early in December in Indianapolis. John discussed the spray characteristics of a 
new, low-volume chemical applicator for use in band application of agricultural 
herbicides. 
Professor H.B. Puckett and Dr. G.C. Shove recently participated in the Winter Power 
Use Conference, Association of Illinois Rural Electric Cooperatives, Springfield. 
Puckett discussed phase converters and solid-state electric controls. Shove spoke 
on drying and processing high-moisture shelled corn. 
Practically the entire academic staff attended and many actively participated in 
the Winter Meeting of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers held in Chicago 
early in December. One particularly busy individual was Dr. Frank B. Lanham, senior 
vice-president and chairman of the Administrative Cow1cil. The new organizational 
pattern of the Society became operative for the first time, centering about three 
Councils: Administrative, Technical, and Regional. The Administrative Council con-
sists of five Departments: Finance, Publications. Awards, Education and Research, 
and Professional Development. The Technical Collilcil consists of five Divisions~ 
and the Regional Council of nine Units. There was general agreement that the new 
organizational pattern had splendid potential. Agreement was also quickly reached 
that the work of the Society will be heavily centered about and within the Councils. 
The Achievement Award, Section 4, Illinois Chapter, Soil Conservation Society of 
America, was recently made to Professor Ralph C. Hay. Ralph was also nruned the 
Chapter candidate for a spot on the National Council of the Society. 
ILLINI AGRICULTURAL ENGINEER OF THE MONTH 
Rodger R. Ro thert '62 was featured as the Illini Agricultural Engineer of the Month 
for November. Rodger, currently farming near Sutter, handles some 700 acres in part -
nership with his father and two brothers. They farrow and feed out approximately 
,.. .. 
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2,500 hogs each year and fatten and market about 300 head of cattle. The operation 
is a college-oriented one: Rodger's father, Mr. Herman Rothert, is a college graduate 
and both of his brothers have degrees in agricultural economics. 
Featured for December is Dan A. Ponder '49. During his undergraduate days Dan mar-
ried Marian Northcott, the daughter of Bishop Northcott and a long-time beloved 
minister of the First Methodist Church in Champaign. Following graduation Dan 
worked for a nlUilber of years in the Experimental Design Section, Harvesting Divi-
sion, of the J. I. Case Company, Racine, Wisconsin, Since 1952 he has been operat-
ing a cash grain farm now consisting of 400-plus acres near Tuscola. 
During 1968-69 the Illini Agricultural Engineers of the Month will be selected 
from graduates engaged in farming operations. This feature in the front lobby 
continues to bring favorable comment from students, staff, and visitors. Mr. P.D. 
Bloome, chairman of the Department's publicity committee, coordinates the selection 
of the recipient and preparation of the display. Don't miss seeing this when you 
come this way. 
DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS 
Farm Structures Day was held on Thursday, November 21, with nearly 140 in attend-
ance. This annual event has become nearly traditional and is arranged jointly by 
the Department, the Illinois Lumber and Material Dealers Association, the Cooperative 
Extension Service, and the Division of University Extension. The program was beamed 
toward the latest research and design information for wood-framed farm buildings. 
Off-campus contributors to the program were Dr. M.L. Esmay~ Michigan State University, 
who discussed the topic "How Farm Buildings Fail" and Mr. Leland Bradley, Zinc 
Institute Inc., who spoke on ''What You Should Know About Galvanized Sheets." Pro-
fessor D.G. Jedele again this year served as general arrangements chairman. 
A Symposium on Roadside Cover was co-sponsored by the Department and the Illinois 
Division of Highways at the Illini Union on November 21-22. Improved techniques and 
the latest in equipment development were discussed before a group of some 80 repre-
sentatives of equipment manufacturers, landscape architects, nurserymen and seeding 
contractors, and highway personnel. This is the final year for a long-term coopera-
tive research project between this Department and the Illinois Division of Highways 
relating to roadside establishment and maintenance. 
A Corn Conditioning Conference is scheduled for the Illini Union on January 8-9, 
1969. The event is jointly sponsored by the Department, the Cooperative Extension 
Service, the Division of University Extension, and the Illinois Farm Electrifica-
tion Council (IFEC). The purpose of the conference is to present information that 
will help manufacturers and dealers apply current grain conditioning technology 
to the design and selection of equipment for systems that will be a profitable 
part of their customers' farming operation. Dr. G.C. Shove is chairman of the 
program committee, and interested individuals are invited to write him at the 
Department for further detail. 
The Department Christmas Party was an event of Wednesday afternoon, December 18. 
Mrs. Dorotha Day served as general chairman. Each year it seems the children be-
come more appealing and the group becomes larger. Santa has quite an interesting 
time associating the yoUngsters with appropriate parents. Professor Emeritus Ray I. 




David W.I. Brooke~ lecturer in agricultural engineering, University of Reading, 
Reading, England, was a recent visitor. Mr. Brooke has been working in the area 
of automatic electric guidance systems for tractors. 
Axel R. Carlson recently visited the Department in regard to his duties as a 
specialist in agricultural engineering, Cooperative Extension Service in Agri-
culture and Home Economics, University of Alaska. 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
During the fall money-making schemes were important to both student organizations 
in the Department. The Illinois Student Branch, American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers, has sold 70 reading-study lamps. These are approved by the Better Light, 
Better Sight Bureau and carry the endorsement of the Illuminating Engineering Society. 
Some 43 lawn mowers were made, proof against the rigors of winter by 30 memb2rs of 
the Agricultural Mechanization Club. Crowded into a single Saturday, November 23, 
this activity will net the group approximately $150. 
We join in the hope that your holiday was a merry, bright one. May 1969 bring you 
happiness,good health, and a full measure of good cheer. 
Frank B. Lanham 
FBL:run 
